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EDITORIAL 
The Annual Meeting 


The meeting of the supporters of this Journal, 
taking place the day of the annual meeting of the 
Board of Directors, has become an event of in- 
creasing interest and importance. This year the 
meeting was held on Wednesday, August 19th, 
with an attendance of about 400 from all over the 
church, and this despite the fact that this year no 
advance notices were sent out. 


As fine as some of the addresses were and as en- 
_thusiastic as was the response of those present to the 
presentation of the budget for the coming year, there 
were other things of outstanding significance. 


The first of these was the meeting held all day 
‘Tuesday, attended by thirty-one outstanding men of 
our church, at which time the present and future 
of our church was prayerfully and carefully dis- 
cussed. Behind this meeting stood the prayers, with 
the written and spoken assurance of support, of 
thousands across our Assembly. 


At the meeting on Wednesday there were two 
obvious things. The overwhelming number of those 
in attendance were men, and, there were a large 
number of younger ministers present. 


The third thing of significance was the content 
of the resolutions adopted and which are published 
in full below. There are sober and thought-provok- 
ing points in this resolution which our church as a 
whole will be most wise to consider,—the harm to 
the program and work of our church which agita- 
tion for union has done, is doing, and will do; the 
call for a renewed emphasis on the spiritual aspects 
of individual and corporate church life; and the 
clear attention called to the institutions and_ in- 
dividuals in our church that the emphasis of recent 
years, and of today, has been entirely too much on 
organizational and material matters, rather than 
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on the spiritual mission of the Church, the place 
where it is so greatly needed. | 


A clear indication of the interest and concern of 
those present was their response to the presentation 
of the budget for the coming fiscal year. Of the 
proposed budget of $98,000.00 almost $35,000.00 


was contributed, pledged or otherwise raised in a 


few minutes. This cross-section of our membership 
considers the present program and testimony of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church of such value to 
the life of contemporary Protestant Christianity 
that they will give of time, money and effort to 
preserve her as a separate organization in the great 
family of believers. 


Another significant action of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Journal was the adoption of plans to en- 
large the radio ministry of the paper. At present 
the Journal sponsors a thirty-minute program of 
very high quality—an expository ‘sermon—over an 
Atlanta station each Sunday night. The sermon, pre- 
pared and tape recorded by Rev. George Scotchmer, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Galveston, 
‘Texas, will be made available to interested persons 
in other cities in the South. 


One of the speakers at the morning: session 
stressed four significant objectives: the clarification 
of the doctrine of inspiration so that the statements 
of the Westminster divines should not be “inter- 
preted” to mean something entirely foreign to their 
intention; to recast the Christian educational pro- 
gram so that it shall become more Christian through- 
out; to rethink the race problem so that the evan- 
gelical leadership of the church shall be consistent 
in this important matter; and, to take a nation- 
wide perspective in the movement for a_recrudes- 
cence of evangelical Christianity, dropping the 
word “Southern,” because of kindred minds and 
hearts in other areas. 


The meeting Tuesday began at ten and extended 
into the night. There is no space to give a detailed 
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report of this meeting, suffice it to say that it was 
characterized by prayer, ‘sober thought and great 
unanimity of spirit. Acting as a steering committee 
this group presented to the meeting on Wednesday 
a set of resolutions which were adopted as follows: 


“Your committee has prayerfully and thought- 
fully considered the situation which is now facing 
our church because of the. persistent agitation for 
organic union with other denominations. 


This agitation its: 

A. Lessening the effectiveness of the present pro- 
yram of our Church because time, effort and money 
is going into this propaganda, pro and con, which 
should be channeled into the great primary task of 
the church. 


B. Changing the emphasis of the work of the 
church from its essential spiritual mission to material 
things and organizational matters. 


C. Already dividing congregations, even families 
and friends and is paving the way for an inevitable 
split in our church with a continuing separate or- 
ganization in the event of union. 


Therefore: 


We go on record as unequivocally opposed to 
plans designed to organically unite our church with 
other church organizations. 


‘To. that end we make the following recommenda- 
tions : 


1. That*we encourage meetings over the entire 
church, in line with the directive of our recent 
General Assembly, believing that complete informa- 
tion on the question will show the members of our 
church the inherent weakness and dangers in or- 
ganic union. 


That we continue to prepare and supply liter- 
ature for use by individuals and congregations in 
this educational program and encourage the wide- 
spread distribution of this literature by encouraging 
individuals to write The Southern Presbyterian 


Journal office. | 


3. That we endeavor to place a new emphasis on 
and to promote a greater spiritual advance in our 
church, based on the study of God’s Word, prayer 
and personal evangelism, believing that this is the 
great need of our church. 


+. That we make it clear to the institutions and 
to the ministers of our church thaf, in our judg- 
ment, the entire matter of the ecumenical move- 


/inent, wii its emphasis on organizations and tem- 


sporal 


things, has been greatly overstressed at the 
expense of the weightier matters of the spirit. It is 
a tragic fact that many young people are now being 
trained so that they have strong convictions on the 
question of church union and the ecumenical move- 
ment while at the same time they are woefully lack- 
ing in convictions on the inspiration and authority 
of the Word of God. This situation must be cor- 
rected if our church is to preach and teach God’s 
message of redemption as she is commissioned to do. 


5. That we further the work of THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JourNAL by promoting a greatly 


widened circulation throughout the membership of 


the church encouraging our friends to send The | 
Journal to individuals and groups. 

To adequately carry out the program outlined 
above, we recommend that a budget of $98,000.00 
be raised for the coming fiscal year. 

7. That our people be urged to pray regularly 
and earnestly that the Holy Spirit will guide and 
direct in the carrying out of the program outlined 
above.” 


Letters To Editor 
Dear Sir: 


This is to ask you a question concerning voting 
in the Presbyteries on the question of union, should 
this be sent down for action. I have not read the 
Plan of Union thoroughly, but in conversation with 
those who have, when asked whether missionaries 
on the field would have an “absentee vote” the 
reply has always been: “I suppose not,” or, “I have 
not seen any provision for such.”’ 


Of course in routine actions of Presbyteries only 
those present have any vote, but the matter of. 
union is no routine matter, and the Plan should be 
revised so that the ministers of a Presbytery who 
are on foreign service should be granted the privi- 
lege of expressing their will in the matter. If the 
Armed Services have been granted the privilege of 
voting for a President by an absentee ballot, surely, 
the ‘“‘Ambassadors for Christ’? should be granted 
this privilege in so vital a blem as the union of 
the Churches. A Missionary. 


This is the first time the question has been 
raised in this office. It is, in our opinion, unthink- 
able that either the Plan of Union, or our Presby- 
teries, would fail to extend this courtesy and right 
to our brothers who are bearing the heat and bur- 


den of work for our church in the mission fields of 


the world. The proposed union will deeply and ad- 
versely affect our Foreign Mission work and those 
engaged in this work certainly have the right to 
express their wish by ballot in their respective Pres- 
byteries. Editor, 


terian Journal, 
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Communist China 


And The U.N. 


Since the signing of the Korean armistice there 
are almost daily suggestions that Communist China 
be admitted to membership in the United Nations, 
followed by vehement statements from others that 
such a course is impossible. 


The sincerity and wisdom of those who oppose 
the admission of the Mao regime is encouraging, 
but the number of trial balloons being sent up all 
over the country in favor of the recognition of Com- 
munist China and her admission to the United 
Nations is an ominous matter, for it shows how 
wide-spread is the pro-Communist influence being 
exerted here in America and also how gullible some 
good Americans can be. 


The greatest diplomatic blunder America has 
made in the past century was the recognition of 
Communist Russia in 1931. From that time until 
today we have found ourselves involved in one dif- 
ficulty after another; in one compromise after an- 
other. | 

Recognizing the difficulties involved in political 
and international interchanges, it is nevertheless a 
fact that America was founded by men who be- 
lieved in God, and, with “In God We Trust” im- 
pressed on our coins, with a Bible in every court 
room in the land and with at least a nominal recog- 
nition of God in almost every part of our national 
life, we yet deliberately recognized a political re- 
gime which has officially denied God and tried in 
every way possible to drive belief in and worship of 
Him from the hearts and lives of all who come un- 
der that hellish tyranny. In taking this step our 
nation officially took the position that a God fearing 
people can have official and political dealings with 
those who deny Him and get by with it. Only 
trouble has resulted. 


One wonders if most of our domestic and inter- 
national difficulties today do not largely stem from 
this tragic mistake. 


And now there are those who would have us 
recognize Communist China and admit her to a 
place of power and leadership in the affairs of the 
rest of the world. How utterly foolish can we get? 
There are those who claim that political recogni- 
tion does not mean moral approval, but, political 
recognition goes far to strengthen the government 
recognized and for such a strengthening we have a 
grave moral responsibility. 


There is strong reason to believe that the over- 
whelming majority of the Chinese people are com- 


pletely disillusioned with and disgusted by the “‘lib-: 


eration’ and changes effected by the Communist 
regime. Io recognize that regime and admit it to 
the United Nations would but add prestige to these 
Godless l¢aders and delay the day of their ultimate 
overthrow from within their own borders. 


In our eagerness for “‘peace’’ we are tempted to 
compound the folly of the past with folly for the 
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present, wishfully hoping that in so doing some 
change may be effected in world Communism, or 
that we may gain some yet unexperienced benefit 
from a concession to evil. 


Will we never learn that you cannot do business 


with Communism? Will we never recognize Com- 
munism for what it is:—a hell-inspired conspiracy 


to take over world control, never changing in its 


objective and never stopping in its course unless 
forced to do so? Any apparent concession to reason 
is but a ruse designed to further greater gains over 
those to whom the concession is made. Such a view 
of Communism is not theoretical. Their own books 
proclaim this policy and their actions prove by 
every move how relentless is the determination for 
world domination. And yet we hide our heads in the 
sands of wishful-thinking and hope that yet one 
further concession may accomplish something for 
good. 

America is deeply anxious for a “stabilization of 
the world situation” and this is a worthy objective. 
But, stabilization will never come through com- 
promise with basic moral issues. Long before this 
we should have insisted on Russia’s expulsion from 
the United Nations. Such a course has been justified 
by Russia’s behavior from the very inception of the 
United Nations, for she has engaged in obstruction, 
aggression, villification, intrigue and conquest with- 
out recourse to even elemental camouflaging of 
either her intention or her acts. 


Many Americans are beginning to feel that, 
rather than prove a clearing house for ideas and a 
place for the peaceful settlement of international 
problems, the United Nations has proven a snare 
and a delusion. Had we gone into the Korean war 
alone it would have long since been won. It 
was the compromising and bickering of our allies, 
even more anxious to do business with Communism 
than we are, which effected our continued partici- 
pation in a war we had no intention of winning and 
feared to lose. 


Among the voices heard across America, asking 
for the admission of Communist China into the 
United Nations, there are undoubtedly some which 
are sincere and well meaning. But, there are also 
those with sinister motives which always warn 


against a too positive stand and who would woo ~ 


us into the false hope that Communism is some- 
thing to be won by compromise. 


We believe this is far more than a political issue 
—it is a moral and spiritual issue of the gravest 
moment, and, for that reason. it is one on which 
Christian men and women should make their feel- 
ings known in unmistakably clear tones. 


Let’s have done with refusing to — Com- 
munism for what it is. 


“Now, behold, thou trustest upon the staff +f 
this bruised reed, even upon Egypt, on which if a 
man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: so 
1s Pharoah king of Egypt unto all that trust on 
him.” 
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Zs Study Of The Plan Of Union 


As we study the plan of union we should keep in 
mind that this is just what the name implies, “A 
Plan Of Union,” which is just for the purpose of 
bringing the three Churches into an organic union. 
It is not permanent and provisions are made in it 
whereby the First General Assembly of the United 
Church can begin any changes in the Confession of 
Faith or the Book of Church Order, and if sus- 
tained by two-thirds of the Presbyteries these 
changes will become effective. | r 


The Church to be formed will have a: different 
name, but it will not be a@ new Church: By the 
force of mere numbers it will be the Northern 
Church, made larger by the acquisition of the mem- 
bers and the property of the two smaller denomina- 
tions. Formation of policy and control of adminis- 
tration would be determined by the group having 
the majority, which in this case would be the Nor- 
thern Presbyterian Church. 


And so we should realize that what is, or is not, 
in the plan of union itself is not too important as it 
can be changed at any time. The important thing is 
that since the present policies, programs and leader- 


ship of the Northern Church will be that of the | 


United Church, we should examine the Northern 
Church and see if we would be happy in living and 
working under such leadership, policies and pro- 
grams. Everyone will agree that a union in numbers 
only without a corresponding unity in views, leader- 
ship, policies and programs would not be a union 
but a tragedy. 


As we study the plan of union and see the changes 
in it from our own Confession of Faith and Book of 
Church Order we begin to see how the Northern 
Presbyterian Church is different in many ways from 
our own. 


It is perfectly clear that in our Southern Church 
this union movement has been instigated and carried 
on by a small but influential group of ministers. 
We see this fact verified as we look at the Com- 
mittees of the three Churches who have worked on 
this plan of union. We find on the U.S.A. Com- 
mittee sixteen ministers and seven laymen. The 
U. S. Committee, seventeen ministers and five lay- 
men. The U. P. Committee, fifteen ministers and 
three laymen. On the Negotiating Committee be- 
tween the three Committees, fourteen ministers and 
three laymen. All the officers of all the Committees 
are ministers. (Forty-eight ministers and fifteen 
laymen). Within our own Southern Church, it has 
always been the general rule that ministers and 
elders have equal voices in deciding vital issues that 


affect the Church. 


The most outstanding weakness in the Plan of 
Union is found in that where the statements in our 


Confession of Faith and Book of Church Order are 
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clear and specific, these same’ statements in the 
Plan of Union are often stated in general terms 
which not only weaken the meanings but are sub- 
ject to various interpretations and misunderstand- 
ings. 

For example. Compare the five questions we ask 
new members coming into our Church on a pro- 
fession of faith (B.C.O., Pages 188-189), with the 
THREE questions which are to be asked under the 
Plan of Union. (Page 96). Here we have a clear 
WATERING DOWN of vital Christian truth. The abso- 
lutely lost state of the sinner is omitted. The clear 
statement of the deity of Christ.is omitted, while 
for the purity of the Church itself is submitted the 
“fellowship” of Christians, an important but an en- 
tirely_ different matter. 


Ministers 


WoMEN may séfve as LAY preachers. (Chapter 
24+, Page 1). 


A minister is NoT required to report any funda- 
mental changes that might take place after he is 
ordained as is required in our Church. (Chapter 


22, Par. 5, Plan of Union). (B. of C. O., Chapter 
25, Question 2). 


A minister’s pastoral relation to his local Church 
can be dissolved ‘“‘at the discretion of Presbytery.’ 
(Chapter 12, Par. 8). A minister would have abso- 
lutely no grounds to appeal against the “discretion 
of Presbytery.”” Right or wrong, it would still be 
the ‘‘discretion of Presbytery.” 


Elders 


Women are allowed to serve as elders. (Chapter 
17, Par. 5). This has no Scriptural basis and is not 
allowed in our Church. | Timothy, Chap. III, says 
that one of the qualifications of an elder is: “That 
he be the husband of one wife and rule his own 


house well.”’ 


Our Book of Church Order, Par. 41, says: 
“These Ruling Elders possess the same authority 
and eligibility to office in the Courts of the Church 
as the Ministers of the Word, or teaching Elders.” 


This is NOT STATED in the Plan of Union and as 
one sees how the Session has been restricted under 
the Plan, the impression is that an effort has been 
made to lower the office of Ruling Elder, and to 
magnify the office of “Bishop or Minister.” The 
maintaining of “the same authority and eligibility 
to office in the Courts of our Church” between the 
Elder and the Minister is of TREMENDOUS IMPORT- 
ANCE and should be maintained. 


Elders are NoT required to report any changes in 
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their views after they are ordained as IS REQUIRED 
IN OUR CHURCH. (Chapter 17, Par. 6). 


Deacons And Trustees 


WomMeEN are allowed to serve as Deacons. (Chap- 
ter 17, Par. 5). This is not allowed in our Church. 


Our Book of Church Order Par. 45 says this of 
the Deacons, “It is their duty also to develop the 
grace of liberality in the members of the’ church, 
to devise effective methods of collecting the gifts 
of the people, and to distribute these gifts among 
the objects to which they are contributed. They 
shall have the care of the property of the congre- 


gation, both real and personal, and shall keep in 


proper repair the church edifice and other buildings 
belonging to the congregation. 


THESE CLEAR CUT DUTIES of the Deacons are 
NOT STATED in the Plan of Union and most of these 
responsibilities and duties have been transferred to 
the Ministers and the Trustees. In fact the Deacon 
has been demoted to the status of an usher. 


The Tristee in the Plan of Union is virtually 
a new type of officer for Southern Presbyterians. 
In our Book of Church Order the local trustee ts 
mainly a holding officer to buy, sell, mortgage, 
lease or receive property acting strictly in accord 
with the wishes of the congregation. He retains 
title to real estate, watches over trust funds if 
placed in his hands, but has no administrative func- 
tions otherwise in the conduct of the Church’s af- 
fairs. See Revised Book of Church Order, Page 
105, Paragraph 163. 


Under the Plan of Union, See Chap. 34, Page 
185, Paragraph 7. This seems to indicate that the 
Deacon can be merged, so to speak into the office 
of Trustee, the entire Board of Trustees being 
made up of either the Diaconate or Session. The 
Trustees then seem to function very much as Dea- 
cons do in our Church. In this same Chapter and 
Page in Paragraph 6 the duties are defined as fol- 
lows: ““The duties of the trustees of a particular 
church shall be confined exclusively to the manage- 
ment of the temporal affairs of said particular 
church.”” Under our Book of Church Order the 
Trustees do not manage any of ‘“‘the temporal af- 
fairs’ except those indicated above. Under the Plan 
of Union it would appear that the Deacon would 
practically disappear altogether as we now know 
him. His duties are set forth in a much restricted 
manner and are very vague at that. See Chapter 10, 
Page 119 in the Plan of Union. Outside of looking 
after the “sick,” “distressed,” “needy” and ‘‘friend- 
less” there are no duties for him, to perform unless 
specially delegated by the Session. Apparently he 
will no longer take care of the offerings of the 
people nor will he care for the property of the con- 
gregation, as at the present time. According to the 
best information we have this is following the pat- 
tern in use in many places in the Northern Presby- 
terian Church. We would be surrendering, appar- 
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ently, a conception of a rather well defined office as 
set forth in our Book of Church Order, Chap. 5, 
Par. 23, Chap. 8, Par. 31, Chap. 11 (entirely). In 
addition we believe there is strong Scriptural war- 
rant, see Acts 6:1-7; I Tim. 3:8-13. The office 
of Deacon has been magnified in our Church during 
the past twenty-five years to one of great importance 
and we should make our people cognizant of this 
important change. | 


Church Sessions 


If the pastor is sick or absent, the Session must 
obtain the WRITTEN CONSENT of the pastor before 


the Session can convene and elect one of their mem- 


bers to preside. (Chapter 11, Par. 3). 


When a church is without a Minister, only when 
It Is IMPRACTICABLE, without great INCONVENIENCE, 
to get some other minister who is a member of the 
Presbytery to come in and preside over a meeting 
of the Session, may the Session of a vacant church 
elect one of its own members to preside. (Chapter 


If a congregational meeting is held in a church 
without a pastor the Moderator of the Presbytery 
appoints a person to preside. (Chapter 17 - Par. 2). 
Qur Book of Church Order says, ‘The Session 
shall appoint ONE OF THEIR MEMBERS to preside.”’ 
(Chapter 14, Par. 63, B. C. O.) 


Chapter 11, Par. 2, Plan of Union-says: ‘““When- 
ever the Presbytery of jurisdiction shall determine 
that the session of a-particular church is unable or 
unwilling to manage WISELY the affairs of the 
church, the Presbytery may appoint a committee 
composed of Ministers and Ruling Elders, with the 
full power of a session. "THIS COMMITTEE SHALL 
TAKE THE PLACE OF THE EXISTING SESSION which 
shall cease to act until such time as the Presbytery 
shall determine otherwise”. There is a danger in such 
power being allowed on SUCH BROAD GROUNDS. 


Church Property 


It is the generally accepted policy in our South- 
ern Church that each individual church owns and 
controls its church property as the congregation 
shall so direct, without any help or approval from 
any Church Court or Agency. 


Chapter 34, Par. 11 Plan of Union says, ‘A par- 
ticular church SHALL NOT SELL, MORTGAGE, OR 
LEASE any of its real property used in connection 
with the work of the Church, EXCEPT IN CONSULTA- 


' TION WITH THE PRESBYTERY OF JURISDICTION.”’ 


This clearly takes the control of the property of a 
local church away from the congregation AND GIVES 
IT TO THE PRESBYTERY. | 


Then in Chapter 34, Par. + Plan of Union, 
“Each particular church either should be incorpo- 
rated, or should cause a corporation to be formed 
and maintained such as will enable it to receive, 
hold and transfer property.—The articles of incor- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


| 
| 
7 


Ist 
yre 


poration should contain the following or equivalent 
words: Formed for the purpose of the worship of 
Almighty God, and instruction in the Christian 
religion, according to the CONFESSION OF FAITH, 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT, BOOK OF DISCIPLINE AND 
DIRECTORY FOR WORSHIP of the Presbyterian Church 
of the United States.”’ 


Any church which complies with the above will 
AUTOMATICALLY GIVE OVER THE CONTROL OF ITS 


PHYSICAL CHURCH PROPERTY TO THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. 
Changes In The Form 


Of Government 


Chapter 12, Par. + Plan ot Union, “A Church 


with one Pastor elects one Elder representative. It 
it has more than one Pastor, it elects one ADDITION - 
AL elder representative for each additional pastor.” 


This gives a large church more votes in Presby- 
tery than a small church. 


Chapter 14, Par. + Commissioners to the General 
Assembly. “Each Presbytery consisting of not more 
than six thousand ministerial and Communicant 
members, shall elect one minister and one ruling 
elder: and each Presbytery consisting of more than 
six thousand members, shall elect one minister and 
one ruling elder for each additional six thousand, 
or fraction thereof not less than three thousand.”’ 


This really means that a Presbytery yets one 
minister and one elder representative if it has less 
than nine thousand members. More than nine thou- 
sand and less than fifteen thousand it gets two each, 
and so on, 


Taking the Synod of South Carolina as an ex- 
ample, the number of Commissioners they would 
send to the General Assembly would be cut from 
36 to 18. This cut would be true of every Synod 
in our Church. 


Chapter 35, Par. | (2) Allows full organic union 
with another denomination if approved by Two 
THIRDS of all the Presbyteries. (Our Southern 
Church requires a THREE FOURTHS vote of all the 
Presbyteries.) B. C. O. Chapter 29, 168). 


Chapter 36, Par. 2 (1) Amendments to the Con- 
fession of Faith and the Larger and Shorter Cate- 
chisms, require, ‘““Ihe approval in writing of Two 
THIRDS OF ALL the Presbyteries.”’ 


Our Southern Church requires a THREE FOURTHS 
vote so as to keep unwise or ill considered changes 


from taking place. (B.C.O. Chapter 29, Par. 167). 


It should be kept in mind that in the United 
Church our present Southern Church would be such 
a small minority that even if every: Presbytery in 
our Southern Church voted against changes in the 
Confession of Faith or Book of Church Order, or 
organic union with some other denomination, they 
could still easily carry a two thirds vote. We would 
have 85 Presbyteries and the Northern Churches 
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-of meeting these ‘emergencies’. 


325 Presbyteries. This gives us less than 21% of 


‘the vote in this ‘‘United’’ General Assembly. What 


voice would we have in determining the leadership, 
policies and programs of the United Church? Very 
little, if any at all. 


General Council | 

See new Book of Church Order in proposed Plan 
of Union, “The Form of Government” Chap. 31, 
Page 177-9. This proposed Council will be made 
up of a group of about 37 men, 2 from each board 
of the Church, the three most recent moderators 
and 24 at large. 


Its duties are most significant. (Direct quote 
with emphasis added). See Page 177, again, “The 
General Council subject to the authority of the 
General Assembly shall assume and discharge the 
following duties: To supervise the spiritual and 
material interests of the boards and agencies of the 
Church; to correspond with and advise the General 
Councils of presbyteries and synods;”’ etc. This will 
indeed be a highly centralized organization which 
will have nearly complete authority over all the 
agencies of the Church at ALL LEVELS. 


In 1950 our General Assembly in its Plan of 
Reorganization changed the name of our former 
Stewardship Committee and slightly enlarged its 
functions. The duties of the old “Planning Com- 
mittee’ were put under its direction. It was con- 
tinued as a budget-making body and was to still 
handle publicity, to coordinate the program of the 
Church, to promote the “Program of Progress,” or, 


any other program of advance adopted by our de- 


nomination. So far as we can discover, it has no 
powers of administration over the boards and other 
agencies of our Church. (See Minutes of General 
Assembly 1949, Page 136). Here is a direct quote 
trom the Minutes, “This Council would have four 
main functions: That of determining the over-all 
program of the Assembly as it is presented to the 
local church; of publicity in connection with mat- 
ters which deserve public attention; of preparing, 
proposing and promoting the benevolent budget; 
and of research into the various areas of our church 


slife.”” 


A second significant function of this proposed 
new General Council in the Plan of Union is that 
delegated to it between meetings of the General 
Assembly. It may set aside if necessary the preroga- 
tives of boards of the Church if the situation de- 
mands it, acting with entire independence on its 
part. See Plan of Union, Page 177, Par. 2, “To 
consider between annual meetings of the General 
Assembly cases of serious enmbarrassment or emer- 
gency concerning the benevolence and missionary 
work of the Church and to provide direct methods 
of relief... (Emphasis added). Are not the Mission 
Boards, or other agencies of the church, for ex- 
ample, under our present set-up, far more capable 
Their members 
and secretaries are more likely to be intimately ac- 
quainted with all the detailed knowledge surround- 
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ing such situations than is some distant Council that 
knows little or nothing about the peculiar ‘‘emer- 
gency” or “embarrassment.” ‘This, again, suggests 
a highly centralized authority that could completely 
nullify the normal action of a board or committee. 
It could be both highly damaging and embarrassing. 


General Weakness 


In The Plan 


The 1953 General Assembly unanimously asked 
the Committee on Cooperation and Union to give 
serious consideration to two outstanding weaknesses 
in the Plan. 


1. To work out as far as possible a plan for 
locating and merging the Boards and Agencies of 
the three denominations BEFORE the Plan of Union 
is presented to the Assemblies for action, rather 
than leaving all these important matters to be work- 
ed out by a Commission of 50 men AFTER union 
takes place. To give more definite information on 
the important questions of HOW BOARDS AND AGEN- 
cies may best be consolidated and WHERE they 
should be located. (Our Southern Church is to have 
15 men on this Commission of 50 men who will 
decide the fate of our Boards and Agencies as well 
as to how Presbyteries, Synods and Institutions are 
to be integrated, consolidated and _ rearranged). 
Here again we would have little or no voice. 


2. That the local congregations in the Northern 

Church be given the same right to vote on staying 
out of Union WITH THEIR PROPERTY as is given 
to the local congregations in the Southern and 
United Churches. This right is DENIED the congre- 
gations in the Northern Church under the plan. 
This is unfair and is. just another indication that 
the Southern and United Churches are merely 
“joining” the Northern Church. 


The Stated Clerk of the Northern Church has 
stated that this right for the congregations in the 
Southern and United Churches to stay out of union 
with their properties is a “matter of grace and not 
of right.” And that it can’t be granted to the con- 
gregations of the Northern Church because it 
would be “an invitation to the minority of the 
Northern Church to pull out’ and we would end 
up with two Churches instead of the One which 
union is to bring about.’ This would indicate that 
there are “Captive congregations” in the Northern 
Church who would pull out if they had a chance. 
Isn’t there a good possibility that we would find 
ourselves in the same position, with no way of 
escape, if we enter into such an organic union? 


Another weakness that is very unfair is that the 
LOCAL CONGREGATIONS have absolutely No VOICE in 
voting for or against union. They have no vote 
until union has already taken place and then they 
can vote TO GET OUT OF THE UNITED CHURCH. But 
it will be hard for them to get out. If in the called 
congregational meeting 100 members were present 
26 members can keep them in although 74+ members 
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voted against 


Union. Does that make sense? 
Wouldn’t it be fairer if each congregation had the 
privilege of voting as to their desire to enter into 
union and 76 members out of each hundred would 
have to vote for Union. What kind of loyalty and 
cooperation could be expected of a local congrega- 
tion with 26 taking 74+ into Union. None. 


Conclusion 
Every change in the Plan of Union trom our own 


Confession of Faith and Book of Church Order is 
to make both weaker. Any person who makes such 
a study and comparison will find as a result that 
we will have a greater admiration than ever for 
those men of God who gave us such high and holy 
Standards and he will value them so much that he 
will take every precaution not to lose them, nor to 
discard them for others that are weaker and less 
clear and specific in every comparison. 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 23 
Fishing With The Word 


God's Word declares it, sound thinking calls for 
it and experience confirms it: ‘““For the Word of 
God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asun- 
der, of soul and spirit, and of the joints and mar- 
row, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart.”’ (Heb. +:12). No other words the 
soul-winner ‘may use are so potent. You may be a 
good talker, logical and even eloquent, but your 
words are not guaranteed ; God’s Word is guaran- 
teed to go in and down. “It (God’s Word) shall 
not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it.’’ (Isaiah 55:11 — read 
verses 10 to 13). 


The first twenty pages of The Testament For 
Fishers Of Men contain very simple instructions 
for doing personal work in winning souls. One 
page is entitled, ‘““God’s Answers To Objections.” 
There are seventeen of these, which cover just 
about every objection that an unsaved person could 
give to accepting Jesus Christ as Saviour. (If you 
can think of any other, please send it to Anglers). 
The answers are from God’s Word. The first ob- 
jection is, “I would have to give up too much.” 
Either Mark 8:36 or Romans 8:32 is a perfect 
answer to that. The second objection noted is, “I 
tear I could not hold out.”’ The convincing answer 
to that is I Corinthians 10:13. And it is on this 
very common misapprehension, dealt with in the 
“experience” which comes to Anglers for this issue, 
that the Word of God proved to be “quick and 


powerful.” 
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Dear ANGLERS: 


I first tackled him in his place of business and 


he told me frankly it would be impossible for him | 


to be a Christian, the main reason being that he had 
used profanity since boyhood; it would be impos- 
sible for him to stop, and he seemed to pride him- 
self on being “consistent.” Seeing he was very busy, 
| asked if 1 might come to his home some evening 
and talk to him about it, for I was confident I 
could show him how he could stop “cussin’” (as 
he called it)—at once. He looked skeptical, but 
was courteous enough to say I might call, but not 
to expect any result like that. We made a date, and 
| went to his home. His wife greeted me at the 
door. She was a frail, “teary-eyed looking little 
woman. Her husband was a large man, a strong 
physical specimen of manhood. She invited me into 
the living room, and directly he came in. Incidental- 
ly, | had learned from a neighbor in the meantime 
that this couple had frequent brawls with each 


_ other, in which the loud cursing by both of them 


could be heard by the neighbors. When he came 
into the room and sat down I said, ““Mr. B I 
guess we had better get right down to business; | 
told you I could show you how you could quit 
swearing right now and | want to prove it: do you 
believe the Bible!” “Well yes," he said, “I guess 
| do.” “Of course,” I said, “it is God’s Word and 
we must believe it. | want to show you in this'testa- 
ment where God says you can stop swearing tonight. 
You are a business man and have handled legal 


— contracts; look at this carefully and see if you can’ 


think of a contract more plainly stated or more 
binding. Take the book in your hand and read it 
yourself; read it aloud so we can hear it.” I handed 
it to him with my finger on I Corinthians 10:13. 
He took it, paused a moment, then read very slowly 
and thoughtfully: “THERE HATH NO TEMP- 
TATION TAKEN YOU BUT SUCH AS IS 
COMMON TO MAN: BUT GOD IS FAITH- 
FUL, WHO WILL NOT SUFFER YOU TO 
BE TEMPTED ABOVE THAT YE ARE 
ABLE; BUT WILL WITH THE TEMP- 
TATION ALSO MAKE A WAY TO ESCAPE, 
THAT YE MAY BE ABLE TO BEAR IT.” 
He kept his eve on it a moment as though reading 
it over again; then he turned to me and said, “Well, 
that’s double riveted ain’t it.’”’ Then he looked .at 
his wife, sitting there with tears in her eyes, and 
said, ‘Well, Molly, what do you think? Shall we 
try it?” ‘““‘Well Charlie,” she replied, “‘we’ve tried 
everything else—why not?” Then he turned to me 
and held out his hand, saying, ““Molly and I are 
accepting the contract.” I[ said, ‘Do you mean you 


are accepting Christ as your Saviour?” “Yes,” they - 


both answered. “Praise the Lord!” I said, “let’s 
thank Him!” It was easy to pray with them, and 
when we rose from our knees, I said, “I’m leaving 
the testament with you, and I want you both to 
put your finger on that verse every morning before 


\ou leave the breakfast table and ask God to prove 


it for you just for the day. He will do it.” They 
promised they would, and they came to the church 
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the following Sunday morning, were baptiztd and 
received into the church. Three days later, a friend 
came telling me how he had seen this man receive 
a ‘“‘cussin’ out” by a to whom he had pre- 
sented a bill for repaits.. ‘He just stood there and 
calmly took it; it was ‘ie finest piece of self-con- 
trol | ever witnessed, ’’ said my informant. I went 
immediately to see him. I said, “Charlie, how did 
vou do it?” “Mr. he said te me, “God only 
knows. If it had happened a week ago, I would have 
‘cussed’ him back so hot it would have fried him. 
Why he didn’t know how to ‘cuss’ at all. But some- 
how I didn’t even get mad. Something inside me 
was saying, ‘Charlie you are a Christian now, and 
you don’t have to let this fellow throw you off 
balance.’ But I do know the reason for it. Molly 
and I, every morning at breakfast have opened the 
little Book and put our fingers together on that 
verse and asked the Lord to prove it to us that day. 
Things are different at home now. I don’t have to 
yo out in the evenings to find peace; Molly and I 
have found it there together at home.” 


This man six months later was elected deacon in 
the church, and his wife is one of the most active 
and one of the happiest members of the Woman's 
organization there. 


(Name withheld). 


“Quick and powerful !”’ 


Send to Anglers your “experience” in soul win- 
ning. You can use over 200 words if necessary. If it 
is used you will receive a leather-bound copy of 
The Testament For Fishers Of Men. “Sharper 
than any twoedged sword.” 


Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 


a 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING 
TO THE SHORTER CATECHISM 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


ooklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, $2.50: 
er dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, postpaid. } 
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ALCOHOL 


Crusade Against Liquor 
Advertising And Beercasting 


A Crusade against the newspaper, magazine, ra- 
dio and television advertising of alcoholic liquors 1s 
now being launched on a nation-wide scale. It is 
sponsored by The National ‘Temperance and Pro- 
hibition Council and is in charge of the Council's 
Committee Against Liquor Advertising of which 
Dr. R. H. Martin is Chairman. 


This Committee has just published a large, tour-_ 


page circular of some 2,800 words which contains 
all the information needed for active participation 
in the Crusade. In emphasizing the importance ot 
the Crusade, the circular says: 


‘The traffic in alcoholic liquors is now spend- 
ing at the rate of $250,000,000 a year in the 
most deceptive and glamorous advertising of 
liquor, wine and beer ever conceived by the 
mind of man. Its purpose’ is to increase their 
sale and consumption. More and more this 
advertising is aimed at the home. ‘he brewers 
especially are determined to make all Ameri- 
cans believe that ‘BEER BELONGS’ in the 
home. With consummate skill and deception 
they would take over the American home in- 
cluding the mother and children.” 


The following, the circular declares, makes the 
Crusade imperative: 


‘The breakdown of the American home with 
liquor as the major contributing cause. 


37,600 persons killed and 2,090,000 injured 
on our highways in 1952, 25°, to 50°, due to 
drunken or drinking drivers and pedestrians. 


“2,036,510 major crimes committed in 1952 
with liquor as the major cause. 


“4.000,000 alcoholics and 3,000,000 excessive 
drinkers.” 


The circular gives special attention to radio and 
television advertising of wine and beer and how to 
protest this advertising. By means of the radio, 
practically all of the 42,000,000 American homes 
are now reached with beer advertising, and 23,000.- 
O00 by television advertising and with the unprece- 
dented increase in television sets in use, it is esti- 
mated that 35,000,000 homes will be reached by 
1955 and ultimately as many as are now being reach- 
ed by radio. 


To aid in protesting magazine advertising of 
alcoholic beverages, the circular gives names and 
addresses of nine leading magazines together with 
their editors and publishers. In 1952 these maga- 
zines had a total circulation of 25,683,250 and their 
_revenue from liquor advertising amounted to $21.,- 


518,467.00. 
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The circular also contains information on wet 
and dry newspapers. 


While the main purpoe of the Crusade is to pro- 
tect against media advertising alcoholic beverages, 
it also includes commendation of media that do not 
accept liquor, wine and beer advertising. It in- 
cludes the names and addresses of 12 leading maga- 
zines and of their editors and publishers which do 
not accept this kind of advertising. In 1952, their 
combined circulation was 37,890,747 and their non- 
alcoholic advertising revenue totaled $160,317,- 


+98.00. 


In this ettort, the Committee considers this four- 
page circular with its informative, stirring and time- 
saving information, of such importance that it urges 
all interested in the Crusade, especially leaders, to 
secure it for themselves and for others participating 
in the Crusade. The cost—1 to 20 copies, 10 cents 
each; 20 to 40 copies; 8 cents each; 50 copies and 
upwards 6 cents each. 3 


For copies of the Crusade circular (including 
record sheet) and general information, address 


R. H. Martin, D.D., Chairman 
209 Ninth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE TITHE 


Our Church Puts On A 
“Tithing Emphasis” Campaign 


October, November and December will be im- 
portant months for Presbyterians this year, as mem- 
bers throughout the Assembly engage in a three- 
month period of Tithing Emphasis. 


Approved by the last two General Assemblies, 
the Tithing Emphasis of 1953 is being carried out 
in order that the local churches, and the agencies 
ot Presbyteries, Synods and General Assembly can 
meet expenses in the short 9-month ‘church year.” 


All funds which come in as part of the Emphasis 
will go directly to the local churches for payment 
of current expenses and benevolences. Heretofore. 
approximately 759% of benevolences has not been 
paid until the last three months of the church year 
—January, February and March. As the Church 
moves into a 12-month calendar year, beginning 
January Ist, it now winds up the shortest “year” 
in its history. The present “year,” with three 
months missing, and with the greater part of ex- 
penses coming within this short time, makes it neces- 
sary to do more and do it sooner. Many of the 
once-a-year church expenses have been incurred 
during the past nine months—expenses which usual. 
ly are spread over a 12-months period. For exam- 
ple: All summer conferences at Montreat came 
within this period. No doubt many local church 
buildings are insured on a yearly basis and the 
premiums probably come due within these nin» 
months. 
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There is no actual financial goal in this Emphasis 
and no definite amount must be raised. The two- 
fold purpose is (1. It undergirds the work of the 
church for 1953, emphasizing the close of the short 
church year and payment of all local pledges. (2. 
It will aid in the Every Member Canvass which 
for the first time takes place in the fall and at which 
time the 1954 budget is underwritten. 


‘The ‘Vithing Emphasis has been presented as the 
answer to the financial problem which faces the 
Church during this switch-over church-year period. 
With a generous and enthusiastic response to the 
Emphasis, there is little doubt but that all expenses 
will be paid and the Church will enter into the new 
vear with a clean slate. 


Promotional and display material tor the ‘Tith- 


‘ing Emphasis and the Every Member Canvass is 


available through the General Council, 324 Church 
Street, Decatur, Ga. P 


Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


(This is the thirty-first in a series of articles by 


BE.) 
Conclusion 


During the nine years of study which included 
reading every piece of literature available on the 
so-called ‘‘Ice-ages’’ and prehistoric men who lived 
then, I found no scientific data which in any way 
contradicts the teaching I received from Christian 
forefathers that the Biblical accounts of the Garden 
of Eden and the Flood are absolutely trustworthy 
accounts of real events accurately transmitted. 


When young | assumed without much thought 
that God must have revealed all the accounts in 
Genesis directly to Moses, but as I grew up and 
learned more about the Bible, about the unchanging 
Christ and about the world before Moses, I became 
more and more convinced that Moses had before 
him older documents as did many other writers of 
the Bible. This of course is no new theory, but 
what impressed me was that those older documents, 
if there were any, were preserved by men of God 
with the same care with which Jews and Christians 


watched over God’s Word. 


This in no way denies that Moses was led by the 
Spirit of God. The exact contrary is true, for 
décades of first-hand experience with heathen re- 
ligions convinces me that only one who talked face 
to face with Jehovah could have written books with 
religious views so diametrically opposite to the 
heathenism which surrounded him on every side. It 
is no accident that as soon as a phonetic alphabet 
had been invented and had crystalized enough to 
be useful, God prepared a man with sufficient abil- 
ity, education and spiritual insight to be His agent 
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in gathering what was in older written documents, 
and in the more recent oral traditions and to com- 
bine these with new material into one magnificent 
record of absolute trustworthiness. 

[ cannot read the account of the Flood of Noah 
with all its many details in the light of modern 
scientific discoveries without marvelling at its un- 
paralleled accuracy. It is such a contrast to the 
garbled accounts found in heathen literature which 
like the conceited versions of modern “scholarship” 
show neither scientific knowledge nor conscientious 
scruples. | often wonder how that record was kept 
-o faithfully for two thousand years or more to the 
time of Moses. But all I can be sure of is that 
there were men faithful to God in those early times 
as well as there are today. | 


When | read that account of the Garden of 
Eden with its description of a plain traversed by a 
river with four heads, a landscape which has long 
since vanished, I cannot but feel that 1 have in my 
hands a document that was originally written in 
the Pleistocene, when the Pishon was a living river, 
and ice covered parts of what is now Great Britain 
and the United States. Of course the names are 
those of Moses’ time, for the present Version is 
evidently a translation, but it is one of almost un- 
believablé accuracy of detail. Who could have writ- 
ten the original ? Writing must have been invented 
by Enoch’s time, and as everywhere I have been, 
Christians have taken the lead in education, it is 
impossible for me not to think that many of those 
“sons of God” had learned to write. The scientific 
doctrine of Uniformitarianism alone leads me _ to 
assume that fellowship with the same eternal un- 
changing Christ with whom we have fellowship 
today, must have created basically the same impulses 
in ante-diluvian days as now. I, therefore, wonder 


whether Enoch or one of his company might not 


have written the original account with those quaint 
pictographs so recently discovered. Of course I do 
not know, but I cannot rule out the possibility. It 
seems to be ten thousand times more likely than the 
supposition that some unknown writer about 800 
B. C. wrote it. 

However God did not think it important for us 
to know who originally wrote the account of Eden 
and the other sections of the ante-diluvian record, 
but he put his seal on the last compilation by Moses. 
It was the seal of the eternal unchanging Christ. 
What better validation do we need ? 


Dedicated to the Highest Ideals of 
Christian Scholarship 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 13 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Courage For Christian Living 


Background Scripture: II Timothy 1:3- 
14; 2:1-15. Devotional Reading: Psalm 27: 
1-3; 7-14. 


| was visiting in a home some time ago and the mother who had been sick told me that the twenty-seventh 
Psalm had been such a help and a blessing to her. I am sure that her experience could be duplicated many 
times. This psalm is a strong tonic for a sick soul as well as a sick body. Fear grips the world today as never 
before in history, perhaps, for the whole world is like a big family; we know almost instantly what is taking 
place in even the most remote sections of the earth. Nations are fearful of each other and are in a mad race 


to see which one can be best prepared for war. Our 
nerves are on edge and we are living like people on 
a volcano, which we are expecting to erupt at any 
moment. We are spending billions of dollars invent- 
ing and perfecting our A-Bombs and our H-Bombs, 
and are scared to death by the terrible machines 
we invent. 


David lived a life where it was easy to let fear 
take possession of his soul. Hunted like a wild beast 
by the mad king Saul, and later surrounded by 
enemies, he was in need of courage. He finds this 
courage in God. Faith in God is a sure cure for fear. 
The house of the Lord became indeed a Sanctuary, 
a hiding-place trom all his enemies. There he could 
pour out his heart to God in prayer. The everlast- 
ing arms of God are beneath him, and bear him 


up. There he would be led in a plain path. ‘Wait - 


on the Lord; be of good courage and he shall 
strengthen thine heart ( Be strong and let thy heart 
take courage, R.V.): wait, I say, on the Lord.” 


The tonic which David needed is the tonic we 
need today. If we would spend more time waiting 
on God our souls would have the courage we need. 
It takes courage to live the Christian life, even in 
a nominal Christian country like America; it takes 
a lot of courage to be a Christian in some countries 
where the Christians are suffering persecution. It 
took courage for the Old Testament saints; it took 
courage for Peter and Paul and Timothy; it still 
takes courage. Enemies surround us; our own hearts 
are weak and wayward. We need to be strong in 
the Lord and in the power of His might. 


7. “Be wet - ashamed.” 


II ‘Timothy 1 :3-14. 


Did the apostle feel that young Timothy was in 
danger of giving way to fear? It would seem so 
from these exhortations. Paul himself, after his first 
imprisonment, which was in a mild form, appears 
to have been released for a time, and then became 
the victim of the severe persecutions of Christians 
instigated by the emperor Nero, to cover ~p his 
own evil doings. [t was during this severe imprison- 
ment, about 67 or 68 A.D., that Paul wrote his last 
epistle to Timothy. He tells this young preacher 
that he is living in expectation of being “offered 
up, but in it all there is a note of Christian tri- 
umph. 


Young Timothy may have naturally felt dis- 


couraged and afraid. These were terrible days for 


all Christians. Some of them gave up in despair, and 
‘denied the faith.” Was Timothy in danger of do- 
ing this? Notice how tactfully, and yet how faith- 
fully, Paul urges him to be true and loyal and 
courageous, 


First he tells him that he is remembering him in 
his prayers, and longs to see him. I believe that 
many a soldier on the battlefield, or in service here 
at home or abroad is helped and blessed because he 
knows that those whom he loves are praying for 
him. I heard from one of our men in the Navy 
just yesterday and he asked for our prayers that he 


KING COLLEGE | 


Presbyterian Coeducational 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. 
Four-year Liberal arts, sciences, business education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
acre campus. Intra-mural sports. Dormitories. Summer session. Catalogue and illus- 


trated booklet. Boar:., room, and tuition $730. 


R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box J, BRISTOL, TENN. 


Founded 1867 
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might be able to keep true to his profession as a 
Christian. Then Paul reminds him of the faith of 
his mother and grandmother, and of his own faith, 
and of his “ordination vows” when the apostle laid 
his hands on him. With this rich heritage Timothy 
would have good reason to remain true and faith- 
ful, and not be ashamed. : 


“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear, 
but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind” 
(Discipline). We are not to fear the world, but to 
face it with God-given courage. The Gospel is a 
Gospel of Power, not of weakness; it is a Gospel 
of Love, and will overcome the hate that is in the 
hearts of persecutors; it is a Gospel which disci- 
plines us, giving us selfcontrol and control of others. 
It makes us leaders of men, not cringing cowards. 
Let us then face a hostile world as Jesus faced it, 
with courage. He said, Be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world. We can overcome in His name 
and through His power. Let us love the world as 
He loved it with pity and compassion. Let us lead 
it to Him. 


He urges Timothy not to be ashamed of the testi- 
mony of our Lord, “not of me His prisoner.”” He 
was rather to be “a partaker of the afflictions of the 
gospel.”” He reminds him also of the greatness of the 
gospel, the gospel of grace, which was wrought out 
by the appearing and triumph of Jesus Christ. 


He gives his own personal testimony: ‘‘neverthe- 
less I am not ashamed: for I know whom [I have 
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him against that 
day.” Christianity, for Paul, was personal faith in 
a personal Saviour, Jesus Christ; he says in another 
place, For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 


‘Hold Fast”; ‘‘Keep.”’ Anchor our souls on the 
faith and love of Jesus Christ, and by His Spirit 
never let the anchor. slip. Many had turned away 
from Paul in his hour of trial. He remembers one 
who had not: Onesiphorus, “For he oft refreshed 
me, and was not ashamed of my chains.”’ In these 
few words Paul gives.us the inspiring biography of 
this faithful disciple. How important for us never 


to be ashamed of Jesus Christ or of His suffering 


saints, or of His glorious Gospel! Whosoever shall 
be ashamed of Me, of him will I be ashamed, said 
our Master. | 


II. “Be Strong.” 
I] Timothy 2:1-15. 


A Christian needs to be strong, for it takes man- 
liness, courage, heroism, to be a real disciple of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Paul uses several] illustrations 
to bring to our minds a full portrait of a real Chris- 
tian. He calls Timothy by the endearing title, ‘my 
son.” He thought of him as his son in the faith. He 
was to continue the line of succession by transmit- 
ting this precious faith to others who would be cap- 
able of teaching still more. 
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The first illustration he uses is that of Soldier. A 
good soldier must be strong. The army of the Lord 


Jesus Christ is no place for weaklings, cowards, or 


deserters. “‘Suffer hardship.”” The soldier expects 
to suffer. He is not looking for an easy place behind 
the lines where he can live in luxury. It is true that 
some soldiers do get an “easy berth,” and never 
see any fighting. It is true in ordinary armies; it is 
true in the army of Christ. Sometimes this is no 
disgrace for the soldier has been assigned to such 
a post. Paul, however, as we see from verse 4°is 
thinking of the soldier on the firing line, a soldier 
like he had been all these years. ‘No soldier on ser- 
vice” entangleth himself with the affairs of this 
life. He seeks to please him who has enrolled him 
as a soldier. There is a big difference in soldiers. A 
company like Cromwell’s Ironsides or the army of 
Stonewall Jackson is worth a lot more than just 
an ordinary body of men. To be a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ is not easy; some of His soldiers are 
much better than others. 


A Good Athlete must be strong. ‘There is not 
much use for a man to contend in the games if he 
is a weakling or gives up easily. To run a race suc- 
cessfully, or win a wrestling match, or to be a hero 
on the football field, requires all the strength and 
skill that a man can develop. He must contend ac- 
cording to the rules of the game. A Christian is like 
an athlete. 


A Good Farmer (husbandman) must be strong. 
(verse 6). There is work, hard work to do in the 
harvest field, for the grain is ripe, and the reapers 
are few. As I write these words our farmers are 
busy reaping grain. It is‘hard work; men have to 
be strong to endure it. No need for weaklings to 
try to work out there in the hot sun. | 


A good Workman must be strong (verse 15); a 
workman that needs not to be ashamed. In another 
place (I Corinthians 3:9-15) Paul goes into more 
detail as to our being “workers together with God.” 
He says that there are two classes of materials 
which we can use: there is wood, hay, stubble: there 
is gold, silver, precious stones. A good workman of 
Jesus Christ uses the best materials for he knows 
that he is building for eternity. He must be able 
also to “rightly divide,” or “handle aright’ the 
Word of Truth. How careful he must be! How 
strong he needs to be not to yield to the tempta- 
tion to neglect studying the Word; to be careful 
in preparation; to declare the ‘“‘whole counsel of 
God.”’ May God help us to be more faithful and 
diligent so that we may not be ashamed! So often 
we feel that we have miserably failed in trying to 


_ present the Word to our people. We must not de- 


sire to please men, but please Him Who has called 
us to be “workmen,” builders for eternity. 


If we continue through the chapter we will find 
that Paul uses two more figures: that of a vessel fit 
for the Master’s use, and that of a servant of the 
Lord. A vessel must be clean and empty if our Lord 
is to use it, and a servant of the Lord must be gentle, 
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apt to teach, patient, meek, instructing others. A 
good vessel must be strong enough to carry what- 
ever needs to be carried, and a good servant must 
be strong to do the work that is given to him. 


In short, it takes all the grace and strength that 
(god can give us to enable us to be the kind of 
Christians this world needs. ‘The world will laugh 
at weaklings and cowards. It may persecute us if 


we are strong, but at least we will be respected. 
Some people have a strange notion that Christianity 
is for women and children and weak men. Some 
who are weak in body have been heroes of faith. It 
takes the finest type of courage, and strength from 
on high to be a real child of the King. “Be strong,”’ 
said God to Joshua, the great soldier; “Be strong’”’ 
says Paul to all good soldiers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 13 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


Why A Senor Eigh Fellowship 


WoRSHIP SERVICE: 
Hymn—"“O Master Let Me Walk With Thee” 


Invocation 


Hymn—‘‘He Lives’ 


Announcements 
Scripture: | John 1:1-7 
Prayer 

Offering 


Hymn—“Trust And Obey” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 

In last week’s program we considered the “‘what’’ 
of fellowship—its basis, blessing and benefits and 
tonight we will look into the “why” to try and see 
the purpose in Christian Youth Fellowship. 


The Apostle Paul in his letter to the Ephesians 
has expressed so clearly the overall purpose of fel- 
lowship when he says, “I therefore, the prisoner of 
the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowli- 
ness and meekness, with long-suffering, forebearing 
one another in love; endeavoring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” The Unity of 
the Spirit—that is the keynote! 

Now, for our purpose this evening, let us con- 
sider three things we may do to foster this unity of 
the spirit in our own-Senior High Fellowship— 
study, share and serve. Our first speaker will dis- 


cuss STUDY. 
First Speaker 


The Word of God bids us study to show ourselves 
approved unto God, workmen that need not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. To 
study, of course, implies more than a casual reading 
of subject matter but a searching and a seeking. 
What are we to study? The Scriptures, for they 
reveal our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, “In 
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
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knowledge.’ As we study and are being filled with 
the knowledge of Christ in wisdom and understand- 
ing, then this becomes a continuing process of growth 
in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord and we 
are enabled in our experience to put off the old man 
with his deeds and to put on the new man, ‘“‘which is 
renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that 
created him.” 


In connection with study we think of a teacher. 
And who is our teacher? The Holy Spirit, Who 
indwells every believer and concerning Whom Jesus 
said, ‘““But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
Whom the father will send in my name, He shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” 
So, as we together study the Scriptures, the things 
of Christ are made real and clear to us by the 
Holy Spirit. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


Certainly this is a wonderful purpose for our 


eo gee — that we might together study the 


things of Christ and ‘grow up into him in all 
things.” Now let us see what our second speaker 


has to say on the subject of SHARING in our Fel- 
lowship. 


Second Speaker 


So many wonderful things take place vghen we 
are born again of the Spirit through faith in Christ 
and become “new creatures” in Him, but one of 
the most important is the change from self-center 
to Christ-center. Our affections and interests move 
upward toward God and outward toward others 
and we begin to want to share what God has so 
freely given to us. 


First of all, we like to share with each other in 
WORSHIP. The bond which unites us in fellow- 
ship, the Holy Spirit, prompts us to seek together 
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to worship Him Who is altogether lovely, in song, 
in sermon, and in prayer. 

Then, we like to share with each other in COM- 
PANIONSHIP, the coming together for a time of 
recreation, for discussing the things of the Lord 
and exchanging personal experiences. 


Lastly, there is the sharing of ourselves with oth- 
ers in the spirit of HELPFULNESS. There are 
always those around us in need in some special way 
and we should seek opportunity to be helpful—per- 
haps a word of cheer to those cast down, or a word 
of comfort to one who is discouraged. Incidentally, 


a friendly smile will do wonders for the TIMID. 


A word of warning might be in order here in refer-_ 


ence to social “‘cliques.”’ It goes without saying that 
these Have no place in a Christian fellowship and 
each individual, on his own part, should see to it 
that he discourage any trend in this direction. Let 
the love of Christ, without respect of persons, 
guide us unerringly in our Fellowship. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


This matter of sharing certainly gives us food for 
thought. There are so many ways in which we can 
and should share and it certainly behooves us to do 
so for the Word of God is clear on the point that 
what we receive we must share with others or cease 
to receive. Our third speaker will now discuss the 


purpose of our Fellowship in SERVICE. 
Third Speaker | 


We are not saved to 


remembering that there is a responsibility involved. 
Before Jesus ascended into heaven, He gave com- 
mand to His disciples that they should tarry in 
Jerusalem until the Holy Ghost, Whom He had 
promised, should come upon them to empower them 
tor the work which He had for them to do. “Ye 
shall be witness unto me,” said Jesus, “both in Je- 
rusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth.” Christ died for 
all men but how shall any believe except he hear 
and how shall any hear except we speak? ‘Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of 
God.”” The disciples in the early church were filled 
with joy and the Holy Ghost and ministered the 
word in power and the pattern hasn’t changed—our 


Youth Fellowship can minister the word through a. 


planned visitation program to the hospitals, jails, 
rest homes, orphanages and other institutions in the 


community and to the homes of young people un- | 


reached for Christ. This is our first responsibility 


—to WITNESS. 


Then we are to demonstrate in word and deed 
the reality of Christ’s presence in our own lives. 
Paul puts it thusly, ‘For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them.” Are we evidencing in our relations with 


one another the meekness and gentleness of Christ? © 


Are we loving and kind? Do we have a forgiving 
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sit’ but to “serve.”” Many 
Christians just sit and enjoy their salvation without 


spirit? Do we have compassion on those who have 
erred and rather than looking down upon them 
seek to lift them up? Are we concerned for those 
less fortunate than ourselves and do we show it in 
practical ways? 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


These are certainly pointed questions and we 
should earnestly search out our hearts for the 
answers for if we are not fulfilling God’s will in 
these matters we will be failing in some measure in 
our purpose for our Senior High Fellowship, that 
of ‘‘keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.” 


Women’s Work 


Time And Talents 


The TIME AND TALENTS of a Christian Woman: 
She believes them 


‘To be given by God, 


‘To be used for God's purposes, 
‘To be directed by God's voice. 


But she lives 


In the midst of a multitude of other voices also 
wanting her time and her talents. 


Some she believes 
To be decent and moral voices, 


To be useful to herself, her family, and her 
society. 

To be logical in the demands they make upon 
her, 


‘lo be worthy enough for her to accept. 


Her problem: 


As she hears the ‘earthly voices,’ she hears the 
still small voice of God. Yet, there-are too many 
voices that bid for her time—all of them cannot 
be answered, ‘‘yes.’”’ These ‘earthly voices’ she 
knows are not in themselves wrong. Since they are 
for the most part good and helpful, her problem 
becomes answering them in the order of importance. 


She knows that to be considered by society a 
good citizen and homemaker, a woman may well 
belong to and give her time to any number of com- 
munity organizations outside her home responsi- 
bilities, such as the P.T.A., garden club, civic, book,: 
and bridge clubs, and political organizations. In 
spite of these loyalties and devotions, she may never 
hear the still small voice—never know the first 
best. She may live as an individual whose time and 
talents are consumed by the second best that life 


at 
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has to offer. She is like the school girl who suddenly 
finds herself wooed by two dozen well-modulated 
voices, all in the extra-curricular, good in them- 
selves, but overshadowing the simple but all-im- 
portant purpose of school years. 


So the Christian homemaker and citizen realizes 
she must take a different view. The order of choos- 
ing must be different. 


She concludes: , 


If she first has allowed adequate time to answer 
the still small voice of the Creator of time, then 
there’s nothing wrong about giving her time and 
talents to the decent, moral, lesser voices. When the 
still small voice comes through clearly needing her 
for a job to be done, her reply becomes, “what part 
of my work could be so important to allow me to 
say, ‘I don’t have the time’! 


—(Mrs. C. A.) Gavle Rankin McArthur 
Rock Hill, S. C. 


Be A “Twicer” 


Sunday night belongs to the Church. 


Who among us, deep down in his heart, doesn’t 
say: “Yes, that’s right!’ Our difficulty is not at the 
point of belief. It is where belief waits to become 
deeds that we are undone. 


All over America the Church has been beating 
retreat. It has been backing up before the insistence 
of people saying: ““‘We don’t have time. We’re too 
busy.” 


Strange that in a generation with labor-saving 
devices beyond the dreams of our fathers we don’t 
have the time they had for the Church. 


Church after Church has been blacked out on 
Sunday nights. Tens of thousands of churches have 
surrendered one of their last two bulwarks to a 
pagan world, surrendered one of the two remaining 
hours traditionally reserved for Christian worship 
and instruction. 


To whom has the Church surrendered? Who or 
what are the “occupation forces?’ Are they pro- 
viding America what it most needs? 


’ 


If the answer is “yes,” then the Church may as 
well be closed Sunday morning as Sunday night, 
for its mission and message are irrelevant. But if 
the answer is “no,” then the Church must stop 
beating retreat and sound trumpets for the -re- 


capture of lost ground. 


You ask, what can I do about it? Three things 
at least. You can be a “twicer” at Church. You can 
invite your friends to come. And you can pray for 
those in charge of the Sunday evening worship. If 
many of us do these things there need never be a 
Sunday night blackout. 


—From The Woman’s National 
Sabbath Alliance Bulletin. 
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Who Am I? 


I am more powerful than the combined armies of 
the world. 


| have destroyed more men than all the wars of 
the nations. 


1 am more deadly than bullets, and I have 
wrecked more homes than the mightiest of guns. 


I steal in the United Statés alone over $500,- 
000,000 each vear. 


I spare no one, and | find my victims among the 
rich and the poor alike, the young and the old, the 
strong and the weak; widows and orphans know 


me. 


I massacre thousands upon thousands of wage 
earners in a year. 


I lurk in unseen places, and do most of my work 
silently. 


You are warned against me, but you heed not. 
I am relentless. 


I am everywhere—in the home, on the street, in 
the factory, at railroad crossings, and on the sea. 


I bring sickness, degradation, and death, and yet 
a few seek to avoid me. 


I destroy, crush, maim; I give nothing, but 
take all. 


I am one of your worst enemies. 


I am CARELESSNEsS!! —Selected. 


“Nobody” But God 


From the February, 1953, issue of The Mis- 
sionary, published by the Evangelical Church, comes 


this moving story from somewhere in Latin 


America: 


About three years ago there was an outbreak of 
persecution in a certain village with an_ un- 
pronouncable name. Three Indian “evangelists’’ 
were thrown into jail for disturbing the peace, for 
making speeches in the market place with neither a 
college diploma nor a police permit. The news of 
their arrest spread, and a Baptist preacher from the 
nearest city came to their rescue. He found it 
strange that the prisoners were from a mountain 
region where there had been no previous work by 
any mission group. He asked them where they had 
come upon the Gospel; who had converted them. 
home,” answered one of them. “Nobody,” said 
the other. Apparently they had converted them- 
selves. Then the real reason came out: “Last year a 
colporteur passed by our town, and he sold us a 
Bible, and we read it and we obeyed the order to 
preach.” —From Bible Socity Record. 
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Church News 


Traveling Representative 


For John Knox Press 


W. R. Collins, of Horseshoe Farm, Rapidan, 
Virginia, formerly with The Macmillan Company, 
Publishers, has been named John Knox Press repre- 
sentative by the Southern Presbyterian Church. An- 
nouncement of the appointment of Mr. Collins to 
the newly-created post has just been made by Cam- 
eron Deans, manager of the publications division 
of the church’s Board of Christian Education, with 
headquarters in Richmond. 


Mr. Collins, native of Ohio, was for 30 years 
with Macmillan, half of that time as western man- 
ager for the company. Prior to that he had been 
a school administrator in Ohio. Mr. Collins will 
travel throughout the country for the agency. 


Evangelist John C. Ramsay’ s 
Engagements 


Rev. John C. Ramsay, Th.D., Visitation Preach- 
ing Evangelist At Largé for the Presbyterian 
Church, whose headquarters are Laredo, Texas, an- 
nounces the following Fall schedule in Presbyterian 


Churches : 


September 16-27 Third Church, Staunton, Va., 
Rev. Harry L. Price, Minister. 


September 29-October 11 Belleview Church, 
newly organized, near Selma, N. C., Rev. H. M. 
Wilson, Th.M., Minister. 


October 14-25 Melrose Church, near Prince- 
ton, W. Va., Rev. Paul Bohn, Minister. 


October 28-November 8 First Presbyterian 
Church, Winifrede, W. Va., Rev. Roy Smith, Min- 


ister, 
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New Executive Secretary 
For Granville Presbytery 


The Rev. Edward J.,-Agsten, minister of the 
West Raleigh Presbyterian Church and Chairman 
of the Steering Committee of Granville Presbytery, 
has announced that the Rev. Ernest L. Barber of 
Moultrie, Georgia, has been secured as the Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Presbytery, effective Septem- 
ber 15. Mr. Barber, a native of York, S. C., will 
succeed Dr. James C. Wool, who is now serving a 
pastorate at Bishopville, S. C. Mr. Barber was 
formerly pastor of the Bethesda Presbyterian 
Church, Aberdeen, N. C. At present he is 
Executive Secretary of the Presbytery of Southwest 
Georgia, which position he has held since 1948. Mr. 
Barber is a- graduate of Presbyterian College of 
South Carolina and Union Theological Seminary, 


~ Richmond, Va. He has held several pastorates in 


Georgia in which Synod he served for several years 
as Chairman of Synod’s Church Extension Com- 
mittee and also as Chairman of Synod’s Council. 


Mr. Barber is married to the former Miss Louise 
Dendy of Seneca, S. C. She is a graduate of Win- 
throp College and has been active in the Presby- 
terian Church program at the Presbytery and Synod 
level. She also has been active in the A.A.U.W. and 
the D.A.R. The Barbers have two daughters, both 
of whom are married: Mrs. Joe W. McLaney, Jr., 
Charlotte, and Mrs. Thomas B. Haller, Richmond. 


North Carolina Synod 
The 140th Annual Meeting of the Synod of 


North Carolina will convene in the First Presby- 


| _ terian Church, Wilson, N. C., September 8-10. 


Harold J. Dudley, Stated Clerk. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
B.A. and B.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with 11th, 12th grades. Veterans. 

Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. 
Begins September 7, 1953. 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Louis C. LaMotte, M.A., -D., D.D., President. 
Box 38-W — Maxton, North Carolina. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings — Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers — mmunion 
Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring For Clergymen 


Years Of Service 
To The Church And Clerry 


COX SONS & VINING, inc. 


131 East 23rd New Vouk 10, N- 


PINKING SHEARS 


Only $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, precision 

made. Manufacturer’s Christmas overstock. 

Guaranteed $7.95 value or money refunded. 

“Order by mail. Lincoln Surplus Sales, 529 Main 
Street, Evanston, Illinois. 
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@ Complete Helps §§§ @ For Ail Ages 
[| | 1 would like FREE information checked below: 
: | LESSONS PAPERS 
| Closely Uni- | 
iE | Graded form 
Nursery [_] For Primary Classes 
i=] | Young People Catalog 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
20. E. Central Parkway, Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


BOOKS 


“Commentary On The First 
Epistle To The Corinthians” 


English encyclopedias and journals. He is an active 
churchman and is well known because of his interest 
in evangelization. 


Dr. Grosheide points out that at first sight I Cor- 
inthians seems to discuss a series of points without 
any coherence. However, one main line runs through 


re. 42. B. Eerdineds Publishing the whole Epistle. The evils at Corinth were lascivi- 


Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $5.00. 


‘This book constitutes the third volume in the New 
International Commentary On The New Testament. 
The author is professor of New Testament in the 
Free University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands. He 
has authored many scholarly volumes including six 
commentaries on New Testament books in the Dutch 
language and scores. of articles for both Dutch and 
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ousness, spiritual pride, and abuse of Christian lib- 
erty in various spheres. The Corinthians took as 
their starting point the rule that to the Christian all 
things are permissible—he is free. Paul, on the con- 
trary, expounds the character of Christian freedom. 
Christian liberty is exousta (authority, right). The 
idea according to this author is “The life of the be- 
liever must be ruled by the principle of love. This 
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love both toward God and toward the neighbor de- 
clares how the Christian’s exousia is to be used. Paul 
recognizes the Christian’s liberty but he disapproves 
the manner in which the Corinthians used it.” The 
Gospel brings a doctrine of life and is to be put into 
practice. Here the author comments, “At this point 
the Corinthians were lacking and Paul preaches how 
the Christian is to live in a godless, pagan world be- 
cause he has found salvation in the work of Christ. 
Love must be the principle that rules all things. To 
recapitulate, Paul teaches us that the church is in 
the world but not of the world”. 


An interesting section is devoted to “Baptisms 
for the Dead” based on the difficult passage, I Cor- 
inthians 15:29. The various interpretations are pre- 
sented and the author draws his own conclusion as 
follows, “This much is clear that Paul refers to a cus- 
tom that clearly presupposed the resurrection of the 
dead. He does not state explicitly whether he ap- 
proved of that custom. Probably he did not disap- 


prove of it.” 


The word “Maranatha”, an Aramaic word which 
received a place in the liturgy in the Early Church 1s 
interpreted as having four possible translations. The 
first is “The Lord has come”. The second, “Come, O 
Lord”. The third, “Our Lord is a sign”. The fourth 
is “Thou art Lord”. The author prefers the second 
idea, “Come, O Lord.” He is of the opinion that this 
may have been a prayer formula in the Aramaic 
which was taken over by Greek speaking Christians 
and that a prayer for the return of the Lord is a 
fitting climax to this book. 


This new commentary, produced in a verse by 
verse manner after pattern of John Calvin, should be 
of great value to ministers in their exegetical labors 
and to Bible teachers who desire to understand Paul's 


First letter to the Corinthians. 
John R. Richardson. 


“God's Plan And 
Man's Destiny” 


By Viola Mary Cameron. Published by the Au- 
thor, Box 332, Truro, Nova Scotia. 


Miss Cameron's purpose in writing this book was 
to revive for the general reader the treasures of Aug- 
ustine, Luther, Calvin, the great Dutch theologians, 
and the great American teachers of Princeton— 
(Warfield, The Hodges, Vos, etc.) The Orthodox 
system of truth is presented so that the layman can 
follow the line of reasoning at all times. As a mat- 
ter of fact, it might be said to be “Theology in the 
nutshell” for the layman with every important doc- 
‘rine in the Bible dealt with systematically. The sub- 
ject matter is so arranged that it develops as revela- 
‘ion in the Bible develops and as a result you read 
through the content matter of the Bible while in the 
process of studying this volume. 


Dr. Cornelius Van Til, the distinguished professor 
if Apologetics of Westminster Theological Semin- 
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ary, has written the foreword. He describes Miss 
Cameron’s work in this fashion: “In this book the 
author has provided a simple and comprehensive 
statement of the Christian faith. She takes her basic 
instruction from the-Scriptures as the final and in- 
fallible Word of God. She traces the plan of God 
for man in the universe step by step through its var- 
lous stages as revealed in Scripture. In doing so, she 
seeks to build up believers young or old in a knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and chal- 
lenges those that are without to own that God has 
made foolish the wisdom of the world.” | 


Miss Cameron has a splendid grasp of Covenant — 


theology. She writes, “The Bible is the record of 
God's two covenants. The first covenant of works 
made with man in the Garden of Eden expressed 
God's will for man. Man rebelled against it. The 


second covenant of grace was given to bring to pass: 


the will of God through the work of a Substitute for 
sinful man who was Jesus Christ, the second person 
of the Trinity Incarnate. These two covenants are 
the mould into which revealed truth to man falls. 
It is in this Pauline theology consists which was later 
known as Augustinianism and still later Calvinism.” 


Once more Miss Cameron states, “It is when . 


studied under the Covenant concept that truth stands 
out in clearest contrast to error and we are able to 
see the height and the depth of the grace of God. 
The trend of Orthodox thought which led to present- 
ing the generic scheme of truth in the Bible in Cov- 
enant form is really the history of the development 
of Christian theology on the basis of Scripture under 
the guidance of the Spirit of God.” 


Miss Cameron’s book will serve in a most helpful 
manner for a basis of discussion group. It will in- 
form our younger people as well as our older ones 
concerning the contents of the Reformed Faith. 

John R. Richardson. 


ARCHEOLOGY GIITES EVIDENCE. By A. 
Rendle Short. Inter-varsity Christian Fellowship, 


Chicago, Ill. Price 75c. 


An attractive new publication which deals with 
the bearing of recent Eastern discovery upon Bib- 
lical history. Its brevity increases its usefulness as 
an introduction to an important subject. 


WILLIAM CAREY. By Basil Miller. Zondervan 
Book Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. 


Here is drama in real life—stirring action, com- 
pelling and fascinating. William Carey was a man 


of God—and this is his story! 


THE TITHE, By George dA. E. Salstrand. Baker 


Book House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 85c. 


‘The tithe is set forth in this volume as the mini- 
mum standard for Christian giving. The author 
believes that tithing is the God-given plan that 
brings innumerable blessings. This book deserves a 
very wide circulation. 
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